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MPs favour use of
Hindi in IT'T exams

PNS W NEW DELHI

Members from all parties
including the treasury
benches on Friday created a
furore leading to a brief
adjournment in the Rajya
Sabha on the issue of using
English as medium of exami-
nation in the prestigious Indian
Institutes of Technology (IIT).

The trouble started during
question hour when HRD
Minister Kapil Sibal said the
IITs are autonomous bodies
and are free to decide on the
language for examination and
curriculum, "The Government
does not impose decisions on
IITs,” he said while replying to
supplementaries on National
Testing Agency for IITs. "It is
for IITs governing council to
decide wEat language to use for
conducting the examination,”
Sibal said.

This evoked sharp reaction
from both ruling and

Opposition partis. Satyavrat
Cgaturvedi (Conrress) said
Hindi is 'Rajbhashaaccording
to the Constitutio} and IIT
governing council i$10t above
the Constitution. fdembers
from Left, TDP, SB, D-U and
BSP joined the proest and
demanded use of Hidi and
regional languages in II1 exam-
ination. '

As the din continyed,
Ansari said if the House wants
a debate on the subject, man-
bers should give notize but
should notggzrupt‘Quesgiz
Hour. He asked members o
resume their seats aad allov
the Question Hour to pro
ceed. As the membersdid no
relent, Ansari adjounied the
House for 15 minutes.

Earlier, Minister o State
for HRD D Purandiswari
said the joint entrance wam-
ination (JEE) for entryinto
IITs can be taken bofi in
English and Hindi.
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March 4: The Rajya Sabha
witnessed uproar on Friday
over the use of English as
medium of examination in
IITs following which the
House was adjournment for

~ 15 minutes. MPs from vari-
ous parties, including the
Congress, criticised human
resource development min-
ister Kapil Sibal for being
unable to respect the aspira-
tions of regional languages
in the country.

The trouble started during
Question Hour when Mr
Sibal stated that Indian
Institutes of Technology
(IITs) are autonomous enti-
ties which are free to decide
on the language for exami-
nation and curriculum.
“The government does not
impose decisions on IITs,
The governing council of
IIT decides what language
to use for conducting the
examination,” he said.

The response evoked
sharp reaction from both
ruling and Opposition par-
ties. Members criticised Mr
Sibal for using English to
reply, the minister retorted
saying they should ensure
that the Leader of the
Opposition Arun Jaitley
also speaks in Hindi all the
time,
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Congress MP joins
Oppn to slam use of
English in IT'T exams

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 4

EXPRESSING dissent with
its own government in Parlia-
ment is slowly catching up
among the Congress MPs.
Following an embarrassing
protest by ruling lawmakers
on the Telangana issue during
the President’s address, the
Rajya Sabha on Friday saw
Congress MP Satyavrat
Chaturvedijoining the Oppo-
sition ranks in criticising the
use of English as the only lan-
guage in IIT exams.

A question by JD(U)YsNK
Singh on IIT-JEE reforms
quickly turned into a free-for-
all on the merits of English as
the predominant medium of
instruction in higher institutes
of learning. The Shiv Sena’s
Bharat Kumar Raut went on
to remark that not just exami-
nations, even “communica-
tion skills” had come to mean
proficiency only in English
language.

While Minister of State for
HRD D Purandeswari sought
to allay the members’ con-
cerns that the government was
not imposing any language on
any one, Chaturvedi as also
several Opposition members
stood up in protest.
Chaturvedi argued that while
Hindi was the official lan-
guage, the ministry was pro-
moting English.

Amid the din, HRD Minis-
ter Kapil Sibalintervened and
clarified that the ITT Council
was an autonomous body and
free to decide which language
to conduct the examinations
in. Chaturvediwas then heard
asking whether the II'T council
was above the Constitution.
When Sibal started his reply in
English, some of the BIP
members asked him to speak
in Hindi.

Sibal ticked off the BIJP
members by retorting that the
Opposition members must
tell the Leader of the Opposi-
tion to always speak in Hindi.
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IIT-JEE TEST IN
HINDI EXISTS,
MPs FIGHT

FOR IT ANYWAY-

Charu Sudan Kastuti and
Jayanth Jacob
# charu kastur@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI; The government and
Rajya Sabha MPs heatedly
debated and argued — even
forcing an adjournment — on
Friday over Hindi speakers
inereasingly suffering in the
Joint Entrance Examination for
the Indian Institutes of
Technology.

They forgot to check the facts
— Hindi test takers have steadi-
Iy been improving their per-
formance in the test, consid-
ered one of the toughest exam-
inations in the world.

MPs across party lines -

including Congress leader
Satyavrat Chaturvedi —
accused the government of a
pro-English bias, suggesting
that the ITIT JEE was increas-
ingly biased against Hindi
speakers.

CLUELESS MPS
ATTACKED GOVT FOR
NOT INCLUDING HINDI AS
LANGUAGE OPTIONINIIT
EXAMS. THE FACTIS
NUMBER OF HINDI TEST

“My observation is that more
and more students from urban
areas, more so, who have taken
education in English medium,
tend to get admitted in the
IITs,” argued Shiv Sena MP
Bharatkumar Raut. Over 10
minutes into the shouting
match, HRD minister Kapil
Sibal came to the defense of his
deputy D Purandweswari to
point out that the IIT-JEE is
conducted in both English and
Hindi.

But missed in the debate was
the silent but definite improve-
ment in performance of those
who take the IIT-JEE in Hindi
over the past few years.

The fraction of Hindi test tak-
ers among those who qualified
in the IIT-JEE increased from
1.27 % in 2008 to 1.84% in 2009,
before taking a massive leap to
5,52 % in 2010 - a year in which
the JEE was ironically dogged
by errors in Hindi question
papers.

Out of 8,661 seats on offer in
2008, 110 were taken by those
who appeared for the test in
Hindi, while the figure rose to
184 out of 9,950 seats in 2009
and 554 out of 10,085 in 2010,
according to the confidential
JEE reports of the IITs
accessed by HT



London, March 4: In
what’s being hailed as a
major step forward in devel-
oping  treatments for
Alzheimer’s, scientists
claim to have grown brain's
mermory cells that are most
vulnerable to attack from
the disease,

An international team has
tunmed stem cells derived
originally from skin into
sophisticated types of neu-
rons in the brain that are
critical to memory retrieval
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Scientists grow brain cells killed by Alzheimer’s

and are killed by the degen-
erative condition. According
to the scientists, the devel-
opment could lead to the
discovery of new drug treat-
ments and even transplanta-
tion to repair brain damage.,

In early Alzheimer’s, the
ability to retrieve memories
is lost, not the memories
themselves and the reason is
that cells, called basal fore-
brain cholinergic neurons,
are killed. There is a rela-
tively small population of

the neurons in brain and
their loss has devastating
effect on ability to remem-
ber. The idea is that by
reproducing a limitless sup-
ply of these cells the scien-
tists can work out a way to

P19

protect them from dying in
the first place and lead to
transplantation into people
with Alzheimer’s, the Daily
Telegraph reported. “Now
that we have learned how to
make these cells, we can
study them in a tissue cul-
ture dish and figure out what
we can do to prevent them
from dying,” said Dr Jack
Kessler, who led the study at
Northwestern University in
Chicago. Stem cells are
“master cells” which can

become any other cell in the
body. Most researchers take
them from embryos where
they are abundant but
increasingly scientists are
able to “turn back the clock”
of mature cells. In this
research, the scientists pro-
duced the neurons from both
kinds of cells. Dr Kessler
and his team spent six years
before they eventually came
up with the genetic key to
produce the new cells.
—PTI

Star Trek—type ‘teleportation’ to be reality soon

London: The ‘teleportation’ of ‘Star
Trek’ could become a reality soon.
Researchers are using a special laser
called Bessel which could potential-
ly draw small items towards a target.
Tractor beams in ‘Star Trek’ have
long used a subspace or graviton in-
terference pattern created by two
beams to pull in their targets al-
though, being sci-fi, the precise tech-
nology has never been clear. The real-
life breakthrough came after scien-

FLYING INTO THE FUTURE

tists realised that a tractor beam could
be possible using a Bessel laser, which
has a specific wavelength pattern that
seems to work, the Daily Mail reports.

They found that when the target
is hit by the beam, some of the in-
coming light bounces back off in the
form of radiation and creates a ‘push’
towards the source. “Light can in-
deed pull a particle and this may open
up new avenues for optical micro-ma-
nipulation.., typical examples include

transporting a particle backward
over along distance and particle sort-
ing,” scientists from China wrote.
Previous attempts at creating a trac-
tor beam had involved heating the air
around the target to get it to move. An-
other approach was so-called ‘optical
tweezers’ when the target would be
trapped in laser beam and moved
around. By using a Bessel, however,
tractor beam would have cnelong grad-
ual pull with no interruptions, jans
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Bottom-up: That’s how
ice forms in Antarctica

Oslo: Some of Antarctica’sice
sheet is formed by water re-
freezing from below not just by
snow falling on top as was tra-
ditionally thought, findings

Alps that is buried under ice in
East Antarctica found almosta
qguarter of ice sheet in the area
was formed by a thaw and re-
freeze of water from under-

showed on Thursday that will neath. Deep below the surface,
help scientists project effects of  ice flowing into submerged val-
climate change. leys often melted because of
Experts are seeking toun-  high pressure and heat from
derstand the earth below and re-
frozen continent MYTH BUSTED froze when it was
since even a small forced up again.
thaw could swamp low-lying The findings confound a
coastal areas and cities. Antare-  traditional view that ice sheets

tica contains enough ice to
raise world sealevels by about
57metres if it ever all melted.
A six-nation study of jagged
mountain range as high as the

are almost solely formed by
snow that lands on top, gets
compressed into ice and flows
slowly towards the oceans be-
cause of gravity. ReuTers
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A human-shaped cellphone with ‘skin”
Japanese researchers have developed a
mobile phone that resembles a human being,
and which has a skin-like outer layer to enable
users to feel closer to those on the other end.
The Elfoid is a smaller version of the Telenoid
R1, the robotic answering machine developed
by the Advanced Telecommunications
Research Institute international (ATR).
Telenoid R1 looked more than a little like a
disembodied Casper, and could mimic speech
and gestures sent to it by videophone,
replicating a distant caller’s presence, The
Effoid is the same, but fits in your pocket and
tickles you when you've got a call.
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Publication: The Times Of India Delhi; Date: Idar 5, 2011, 5ection: Times City Fage: 5;
HC tells AIIMS to admit PG student

Mew Delhi: Coming tothehelp of an MBES doctorwho was denied admissionin
a postgraduation course in AlIMS due to a change inprospectus bythe institutea
few days before the counselling date, the Delhi highcourt has directed it to give
himadmissioninthe PG course forthe year 20011-2012, Adivision benchof Chief
Justice DipakMisra and Justice Sanjeev Khannadirected the AlIMS authorities to
allot a seat to Varun Aggarwal in postgraduate coursein the general categaory ei-
therinSurgery, Gynaecoloqyor Srthopaedicsinthe next academic sessionin July
2011, The benchdisapproved of the action of the AlIMS management and said it
could not change the prospectus inthe manner it had done. en

Publication: The Times Of India Delhi: Date: Mar 5, 2011, Section: Times Business; Page: 26;

Facebook valued
at $65 billion

Boston: General Atlantic is
expected to buy a 0.1% stake
in Facebool, an investment
which will value the social
networking site at $585 hil-
lion. The General Aflantic
investment invalves the pur-
chase of a block of roughly
25 million shares of stock
from former Faceboolt em-
plovees, a report said.

While the deal between
General Atlantic and the
shareholders  has  been
agreed to, it requires the ap-
proval of Facebook and so
has not vet been closed, the
report =aid. The last major
investiment in  Facebool,
made in January, had valued
thecompany at 350 billion.

The company had said it
raised %1.5 billion in a fi-
nancing round led by Gold-
man Sachs and Digital Sky
Technologies. The latest in-
vestment, which values the
company at $65  billion,
means that the social net-
working site's wvalus has
grown by 230% in less than
two months. General Atlan-
tic mostly makes inwvest
ments of $50 million to 500
millionin private andpublic
companies. The firm has %17
billion in capital under man-
agement. Companies in the
firm's investment portfolio
include luxury goods seller
Gilt Groupe and software
company Kaspersky Lab. sn
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Nasa'’s earth observation

satellite fails to reach orbit

asa’'s earth observation satellite Glory

failed to reach orbit on Friday after its
protective cover did not detach following its
launch, the US space agency said. The
satellite, which cost $424 million to produce,
was too heavy to reach orbit with its
clamshell-like nose cone cover clinging on and
plunged into the south Pacific Ocean, leaving
engineers puzzled as to why it failed, A few
minutes into the flight, it became apparent
that separation had not occurred. “We didn't
see the indication of fairing separation,” said
Nasa launch director Omar Baez. “We failed to
make orbit and all indications are that the
satellite and rocket are in the southern Pacific
Ocean somewhere.”
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Print new
kidneys, cut
out donors

Long Beach (Califoernia): A
surgeon specializing in re-
generative medicine on Thurs-
day “printed” a real kidney us-
ing a machine that eliminates
the need for donors when it
comes to organ transplants.

“It’s like baking a cake,”
Anthony Atala of the Wake
Forest Institute of Regenera-
tive Medicine said as he
cooked up a fresh kidney on
stage at a TED Conference in
the California city of Long
Beach, Scanners are used to
take a 3-D image of a kidney
that needs replacing, then a
tissue sample about half the
size of postage stamp is used
to seed the computerized
process, Atala explained.

The organ “printer” then
works layer-by-layer to build
a replacement kidney repli-
cating the patient’s tissue. Col-
lege student Luke Massella
was among the first people to
receive a printed kidney dur-
ing experimental research a
decade ago when he was just
10 years old,

He said he was born with
Spina Bifida and his kidneys
were not working. “Now, I'm
in college and basically trying
to live life like a normal kid,”
said Massella, who was re-

—

Key memory cells
made in petridish

S researchers have coaxed

stem cells into becoming a
type of brain cell that dies off
early in people with Alzheimer's
disease. The new technology
would provide a ready supply of
cells for use in testing new
drugs or even transplants to
help restore lost memory, the
team reported. While most
Alzheimer’s research is done in
genetically modified mice, the
new technique would allow
researchers to study a key
aspect of the disease in human
cells. reutens

united with Atala at TED.
“This surgery saved my life
and made me who [ am today,”
he added. '
About 90% of people wait-
ing for transplants are in need
of kidneys, and the need far
outweighs the supply of deo-
nated organs, according to
Atala. “There is a major
health crisis today in terms of
the shortage of organs,” Ata-
la said. “Medicine has done a
much better job of making us
live longer, and as we age our
organs don't last.” are
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A car that can read out email, FB updates

After Driver Plugs His Phone Into Charger Voice Commands Do The Trlck

London; Scientists have devel-
oped what they say is the world's
first “Internet Car” which can
read out vour emails, Facebook
and Twitter updates.

The unigue Rinspeed BamBoo
car can also help motorists be-
hind the wheel surf the net by us-
ing a series of voice commands.

To avail the facilities, drivers
only need to attach their smart
phones or iPads into a charger in
the electric car before they set off,
the Daily Mail reported.

Designed by global audio and
infotainment group Harman, the
vehicle alse allows drivers to

search radio stations with v01ce
commands using it’s special “in
fotainment” technology.

The car was unveiled at the
Geneva Motor Show recently, Ac-
cording to Harman, the first cars
fitted with the technology could
be on the road within 18 months.

Spokeswoman Kay Robinson
said, “The technology is designed
to prevent the driver being dis-
tracted by texts and emails.

“Through voice commands the
computer reads a person’s mes-
sages to them as they drive.”

The car is compatible with all
smart phones, iPads and Black-

berry devices. Twitter updates,
Facebook messages and instant
texts ¢an all be accessed by the
driver while the car is moving.

It alsc comes fitted with its
own Wi-Fi transmitter allowing
passengers to use their laptops or
mobile devices

“At the moment, when a driv-
er receives a text or an email or
even a Twitter update they have
to pull over to read it,” said Robin-
son. “This technology means they
can be kept up to date without
taking their hands off the wheel
or their eyes off the road,” she
added. e1

HANDS-FREE TECH

Hindustan Times, ND 05-Mar-11 p-17

MELBOURNE: In two weeks,

Moonageddon in two weeks?

Asian News International
a letters®hindustantimes.com

However, scientists have ‘
rubbished the theories.
“There will be no earth-

Earth could be headed for a
big showdown according to
some, for the moon will be
at its closest point to Earth
in 18 years, an event that is
known as a “lunar perigee?.
One astronomer, who titl-
ed the event ‘SuperMoon’
has predicted that it may
bring worrying disruptions
to Earth’s climate patterns.
On March 19, the moon
will be just 356,577 km away
from Earth, an event that

THINKSTOCK

has Internet theorists talk-
ing about the possibility of
extreme weather, earth-
quakes and volcanoes.

quakes or volcanoes unless
they are to happen anyway,”
Pete Wheeler of Internati-
onal Centre for Radio
Astronomy, said. “(Earth
will experience) just a lower
than usual low tide and hig-
her than usual high tide
around the time of the
event.”

Astronomer David Rene-
ke claims there’s more cau-
se for alarm about extent of
human paranoia than any
impending apocalypse.
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Delhi HC to the help of MBBS student

Press Trust of India
& htraporters®hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: Coming to the help
of an MBBS doctor who was
denied admission in AIIMS due
to change in prospectus by the
institute a few days before coun-
selling date, the Delhi High
Court has directed it to give him
admission in the PG course for
the year 2011-2012.

A division bench of Chief
Justice Dipak Misra and Justice

The action of the AlIMS... i
vitiated and we cannot give
stamp of approval (to it).

DELRHI HIGH COURT

Sanjeev Khanna directed
ATIIMS authorities to allot a seat
to Varun Aggarwal in post-
graduate course in the general
category either in Surgery,
Gynaecology or Orthopaedics

in the next academic session.
The bench disapproved of the
action of the AIIMS manage-
ment and said "the ATIMS may
have been conferred with the
privilege of institutional pref-
erence but that would not
enable it to change the prospec-
tus in the manner it has been
done. Thus, the action of the
AIIMS on this score is vitiated
and we cannot give a stamp of

. approval to the action..”

The bench added, "The hopes

and aspirations of students, who
came within the zone of merit,
cannot be scuttled by changing
the prospectus by way of intro-
ducing a corrigendum...”

Agparwal filed a petition alleg-
ing ATIMS had failed to follow
the procedure and changed the
prospectus a few days before
the counselling in June 2010

Hence, he could not get
admission in MS (Surgery)
despite holding 179th rank in the
merit list.
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